Message for the opening session

Public Debt Committee

June 21-22, 2007

Lisbon, Portugal

Dear attendants to this Public Debt Committee (PDC) meeting:

First of all, I would like to acknowledge the magnificent work of the Portuguese Court of Accounts in preparing this meeting. At all times, a warm hospitality has characterized the way in which we have been received. 

Setting foot in Portugal, and its capital Lisbon, reminds us the great history of this country. According to the legend, Ulysses founded Lisbon upon returning home after the Trojan War. Its territory reminds us of the Phoenicians, the Romans, as well as the Alani, Swabian and Visigoth barbaric tribes; the Muslim invasion in the year 711, and their expulsion in 1147; the establishment of Monarchy with its Spanish, English, French and Austrian ramifications and influence; the discovery period in the 15th Century and the prosperity attained in the 16th Century; the great sailors like Vasco de Gama, Pedro Álvarez Cabral, Diego Cao, Bartolomeo Díaz and Fernando de Magallanes, among others, who gave Portugal new lands, fame and fortune.

In the 20th Century, the end of the Monarchic period, the Republic, the long Dictatorship and the peaceful Carnation Revolution in 1974, establishing Democracy and a new era of freedom and prosperity. Portugal is a currently progressing, cosmopolitan country, which confirms the influence and cultural richness inherited by its domains in Africa and South America, and has made great contributions to History and Culture.

Since our last meeting in Buenos Aires, Argentina, the member countries of the Public Debt Committee (PDC) have continued their activities and reinforced their commitments with INTOSAI, and as outcome there have been substantial advances in the achievement of our objectives.
It is a great pleasure to chair this meeting and collaborate with you all in strengthening the public debt auditing tasks. The attainment of this goal is a continuing process, full of challenges and hard work.

Exchanging experience and knowledge at an international level is the best way to consolidate the development of our institutions. This meeting represents a great opportunity for learning and taking advantage of the methodologies used by other nations, and to adopt them in benefit of our own countries.

Since I first occupied the Chair of this Committee, in Stockholm, Sweden, in 2002, I have tried to make the most of the outstanding capacity that each of you has, to offer tangible outcomes to the INTOSAI’s member countries, within a constant evolution process of continuous improvement.

Our intention in creating a Strategic Plan for the Committee gives proof of this. Defining our Committee’s route for the next years through a comprehensive vision of the needs of INTOSAI members, along with their strengths, is a priority in keeping up with the INTOSAI Strategic Plan.

We must reinforce training activities, in coordination with the INTOSAI Development Initiative, for all the countries of the Organization. This will allow us to see, reflected in practice, the benefits of our actions by having Governments to manage public debt in a transparent, effective and efficient manner.
This is a special year for our Committee. Public Debt is one of the two technical themes that will be debated at the XIX INCOSAI, scheduled for next November in Mexico City. Out of the discussions on this theme, we will obtain relevant inputs for the performance of our duties. 
Due to the inclusion of the public debt theme in the XIX INCOSAI discussions, the PDC decided to open a space in our Agenda and invite the German Federal Court of Accounts, searching coincidences and productive suggestions for the analysis of this theme during the Congress debates.

I am sure that the Agenda’s contents for this meeting will contribute for the achievement of our goals and will reinforce our objectives. Let us not forget that our mission implies the commitment of our best efforts for the benefit of the societies that have appointed us with the high responsibility of serving others.
Ladies and gentlemen, thank you very much.
June 21, 2007

Lisbon, Portugal
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